
         

 

 

GSA @ JDLH Family, 

 

During Week 13 our students participated in several field trips off campus to enhance what they have 

been learning in class. We also had a very productive meeting with Tim Evans and Brandon Heitkamp 

from the Audubon Society of South Carolina! They manage around 30,000 acres of timberland, 

wetlands, and undeveloped coastal land in South Carolina. They are working with Mr. Morton to 

develop a relationship where our students may intern with them, tour their land, and learn all about 

conservation through them. They have a full staff of biologists that are available to teach our students. 

This partnership will be extremely important and valuable for our students! 

 

In closing, I am thankful. In this season of Thanksgiving, I would like to thank all of our employees for 

your hard work behind the scenes. I especially want to thank our teachers. Our core subject teachers are 

delivering awesome lessons each day coupled with hands-on learning from our Ag. teachers. I am 

thankful for our student body. Each one of our students possess a strong work ethic and have their own 

personalities that make this place enjoyable to come to each day. I am thankful for our principal, Greg 

Thompson. I met him in May of 2019 and he has quickly become a person I admire and learn from daily.  

 

From Dr. Jackie Hayes – Math Instructor: “One of our lessons this week was three-dimensional 

figures.  As part of the instruction, we visited the pecan trees and the student built three-dimensional 

figures with the pecans.  We studied faces, edges, and vertices of the figures.   The students donated the 

pecans to our cafeteria staff.  Please see attached pictures.” 

From Libby Templeton – Animal Science Instructor: Our animal science students are traveling to Saluda 

two days this coming week for AI school. Each one of our students will be certified to artificially 

inseminate cattle. Brooke Grondski placed FIRST in the Clemson University Virtual Skillathon for Rabbits! 

Trey Haddon placed FIRST in Beef and 1st Runner up in the Swine division!  

From Russ Abrams – Ag. Mechanics and Horticulture Instructor: “Equipment Operations and Landscape 

Technology went to a farm equipment dealership in Greer, SC to select new planting equipment for the 

school farm. Equipment Operations and Ag. Crops also toured Dr. Brent Murdock’s farm in Belton, SC 

and learned about watermelon breeding and genetics.” 

From Hunter Morton – Environmental and Natural Resources Instructor: We have been gaining 

support for our program in the last few weeks. Yesterday we conducted a virtual information session 

where we had members from Wisconsin, Arizona, and Georgia join in to learn about our program. Greg 

Blair From Purina has been a big supporter already and sent our students some awesome gear to wear 

while we are out in the field. Lastly, we are about 80 percent finished with our dog kennel down at the 

education center, it’s an exciting time for our school and program! 

From Cadie Giba – Director of Admissions and Recruiting: We now have 33 applications for next year! 

Our admissions portal has only been open since October 1, so our goal of 80 students for August 2021 is 

almost there (including our current students). 



         

 

From Kinsley Miller – Director of the Education Center: Our upcoming Christmas Wreath workshop was 

completely filled within one day of advertising! We also launched our own Facebook page this week. 

Please join that page for updates. 

Aggie of the Week: Riley Cox is our Aggie of the Week! This week, Riley helped move in furniture to the 

McCormick Residential Hall, which is making its return next year. Riley volunteered her own time and 

energy to make this happen. When I thanked her, she replied that she “would help in any way she 

needed.” Riley’s personality is strong and she keeps everyone around her laughing! Congratulations, 

Riley! Thank you for being you! 

GO AGGIES! 

 


